NI  Bulletin 


FROGRAM:  Annual  Christmas  Dinner  & Awards  Banquet 

Installation  of  Officers  for  1972 

NI  "Numismatic  Achievement"  Awards  will  be  presented  to 
several  members  for  outstanding  services  during  1971. 

The  winning  exhibits  from  the  November  meeting  will  be  on 
display  for  this  meeting. 

COCKTAIL  HOUR:  7-8  PM  DINNER:  8 PM 

The  following  officers  were  voted  into  office  by  acclamation 
at  the  November  meeting  and  will  be  installed : 

President:  Ross  Schraeder  Secretary:  Irving  Berlin 

Vice-President:  Elmore  B.  Scott  Treasurer:  Billy  German 

Total  cost  of  the  dinner  is  $5.00  per  person  and  the  space 
is  limited.  If  you  have  not  made  your  reservation,  do  it 
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NUMISMATICS  INTERNATIONAL  December  1971 

This  month's  coin  offering  is  a variety  of 
minors,  crowns  and  sets.  Also  please  note  the 
extra  coins  still  available  from  prior  offerings. 

An  unexpected  allotment  of  proof  German 
Beethoven  5 DM  and  Olympic  10  DM  second  de- 
sign coins  have  become  available.  The  number 
of  coins  that  NI  will  be  receiving  is  small  so  if 
any  member  is  interested  order  soon  as  the  coins 
will  be  alloted  on  a first  come  first  basis  with 
one  coin  per  member  unless  the  entire  allotment 
is  not  sold. 

There  has  been  some  inquiry  into  the  Aus- 
trian 25S  and  50  S coins  offered  recently.  These 
coins  will  not  be  received  until  after  the  first  of 
the  year--the  Austrian  mint  is  slow  in  invoicing 
and  shipping.  There  has  been  an  increase  in  the 
price  of  these  coins  and  another  will  result  from 
the  pending  devaluation. 

Several  new  books  are  offered  this  month. 
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LEE?  1971 


Australia  1963  Proof  r<et  3d,  6d,  1/-  St  2/- 

in  small  black  plastic  case  of  issue  11.5'^^ 
Bahrain  Y7  500  Fils  1968  Unc  3.0® 

Bermuda  Y2  1 Crown  1964  unc  2.00 

British  Carrib.  Terr.  Y1  l/2£  1955  unc  .75 

Bulgaria  Y 69  St  70:  1 Sc  2 L unc  3.  95 

Canada  $1  1964  Proof-like  2.25 

Set:  Geo.  V 5£  1927-1937  F-YF  1.85 

China-Formosa  Y547  1 Yuan  1969  unc  .25 

‘ Set:  Y533,  534,  535  St  536  unc  .65 

Cyprus.  500  Mils  1970  FAO  unc  2.35 

Cyprus  1963  Proof  Set  10.00 

France  Y104A  ScY107  5£  St  1/2  Fr  unc  .25 

Fr.  Indochina  Y17  20£  1937  unc  1.50 

Y25  1 piastre  1947  VF  1.50 

Fiji  Y21  1/2 £ 1954  unc  .45^ 

Germany  Beethoven  5DM  Proof  3.  71^P 

Olympic  10  DM  Proof  5.  65 

Gibraltar  Yl  1 Crown  1967  unc  2.50 

Guernsey  Y13  Sc  Y 14,  5 Sc  10  pence  unc  . 85 

Y15  50  pence  unc  2.00 

Guyana  Y6  $1  1970  FAOunc  1.50 

Liberia  Y9  l/2£  1937  unc  .35 

Y9a  l/2£  1941  unc  . 20 

New  Zealand  Y45  $1  1970  unc  2.50 

Paraguay  Set:  Y20,  25,  26,  27  Sc  28  unc  . 60 

Philippines  Y52  1 Peso  1970  unc  3.25 

Rwanda  Y4  2 Fr  1970  FAO  unc  . 50 

Turkey  Y 1 18  2 1 /2L  1970  FAO  unc  . 90 

South  Africa  Y 62  3d  1959  unc  . 50 


BOOKS 


COINS  OF  THE  WORLD  1750-1850 

by  Craig  Retail  $10.00  3.00 

GUIDEBOOK  CF  MEXICAN  COINS 
By  Buttrey,  new  edition 

retail  $4.  50  3.  85 

GOLD  COINS  OF  THE  WORLD 

By  Friedberg,  new  Edition 

retail  $18.50  15.00 


EXTRA  COINS 

Some  of  the  coins  offered  below  may  be  sold  by  the 
time  this  is  published  since  it  is  type  up  prior  to 
receiving  all  of  the  orders  from  last  month.  There 


is  only  one  of  some. 

1970  Australia  sets  3.25 

Austria  50S  Renner  Prf  3.25 

Bolivia  Y 63a  2.85 

Bolivia  Y 80  2.45 

Bolivia  Y 82  3.00 

Finland  lOMk  1970  4.00 

Formosa  Y548  .25 

Hungary  Y4 8 4.00 

India  Gandhi  set  incl. 

1 R,  Prf-like  issue  5.75 

Malagasy  REp.  10  & 20  1.25 

Uruguay  Y 53  5.95 

Uruguay  Y 39  2.75 

Zambia  50  ng  2.50 


\EMBERSHIP  CHAIRMAN'S  REPCRT 

NOVEMBER  APPLICATIONS  FOR  MEMBERSHIP:  Membership  Appli- 

cations #690-698  published  in  the  November  NI  Bulletin  have 
been  admitted  to  membership. 

DECEMBER  APPLICATIONS  FOR  MEMBERSHIP:  The  following  per- 

sons have  applied  for  membership.  If  no  written  objections 
are  received  by  January  1,  1972,  their  membership  will  be- 
come effective  that  date.  (MT  - Will  Trade  by  Mail) 

699  James  J.  Bowman,  743  Harvard  Ave.,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 
63130  — (World  Types) 

700- MT  Wallace  Forwood,  Jacksonville,  Fla.  --  (World  Types) 

701- MT  Lt.  Col.  Joseph  Demarco,  537  E.  Mayfair  Circle, 

Orlando,  Fla.  32803  — (China,  Korea,  Annam,  Japan) 

702- MT  EW1  William  A.  Leafe,  OE  Division,  UBS  PREBLE 

DLG-15,  FPO  San  Francisco  96601 
(Asia,  China,  Korea,  Japan) 

703- MT  Sheldon  Kischner,  P.  0.  Box  45415.  Chicago,  111. 

60645  — (Germany,  Austria,  Japan) 

704- MT  Billy  Ray  Mallory  CW2,  USA  USDAO,  American  Embassy, 

APO  New  York  09285  — (World  Types) 

705- MT  W.  A.  Clements,  128  Whitecroft  Rd,,  Birmingham 

B26  3 R G,  England  — (Complimentary  Membership) 

706- MT  Frank  Draskovic,  451  West  36th  St.,  New  York,  N.  Y. 

10018  --  (Dealer  in  World  Coins) 

707- MT  William  N.  Owens,  5829  Blackwell,  Apt.  230,  Dallas, 

Texas  75231  - (British,  German,  French,  Straits) 

708- MT  Thomas  C.  Dittrich,  88  Beech  St.,  Rutherford,  N.  J. 

07070  — (British  Commonwealth,  Oriental) 

709- MT  Robert  Manser,  125  Collins  St.,  Melbourne,  Victoria 

3000,  Australia  --  (Br.  Commonwealth,  Australia  & NZ) 

RElhSTATEMENTS  : The  following  member  has  complied  with  the 

By-Laws  and  is  hereby  reinstated  to  full  membership: 

284-MT  C.  W.  Morris,  Jr.,  9107  E.  Reno,  Midwest  City, 

Ok la . 73110  — (World  Types) 

CHANGES  OF  ADDRESSES  AND  COLLECTING  SPECIALTIES : 


686-MT  John  Stribhei,  P.  O.  Box  20438,  St.  Petersburg,  Fla. 

33742  writes  that  he  is  a DEALER  IN  WORLD  COINS  and 
not  a type  collector  as  shown  in  the  October  Bulletin 
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D ISC OUNT ED  P CST  AGE : In  the  past  the  organization  has  pur- 

chased postage  stamps  at  a discount  when  available  and  the 
treasury  allowed  such  large  purchases.  Again  we  are  need- 
ing a source  to  help  defray  postage  costs  for  1972.  Any 
member  knowing  where  we  might  purchase  postage  stamps  at  a 
discount  of  15%  or  more  in  bulk  lots  is  urged  to  let  us 
know. 


U W V W VI  u w 
* n ^ 

COMPL  IME  NT  ARY  MEMBERSHIP  AWARDED:  On  page  1458  of  World 

Coins  magazine,  November  1971,  there  is  a letter  from  a 
Mr.  W.  A.  Clements  of  Birmingham,  England  stating  he  will 
be  unable  to  continue  his  subscription  to  World  Coins  due 
to  the  fact  that  he  is  suffering  from  muscular  dystrophy 
and  his  disability  pension  will  not  stretch  to  cover  the 
cost.  The  Board  of  Governors  of  NI  unanimously  voted  at 
its  November  23rd  meeting  to  award  a complimentary  member- 
ship to  Mr.  Clements. 


W W W V v 1/  w 
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Send  for  our  free  catalogues 
on  ancient  & medieval  coins 

C.  & L.  De  Land 

Box  12034,  Fort  Worth 
Texas  76116 
k members:  NI  • ANS 
ANA-TNA  • SAN  - BN  S 


FREE  LISTS'.^ 

Ancient,  modern, 
Midd  le  East  and 


cf  — I nd  ia  n coins 


John  E.  Vandigriff  M COINS 


1 oss 


VAH  P.o.  Box  482 

Richardson,  Texas  , 7508  0 


Buy  i n g all  Japanese 
copper  , silver  , gold 
uncirculated  or  circ- 

JACK  SUTTON 
142  0 San  Pablo 
Los  Angeles 

Calif.  90033 


COIN  SHOW  r 

at  ©Ww\  : every  month 

■ 2nd  and  4th 

3601  U.S.80  (I.H.20);  Sunday 
Mes^u^de  , Texas  ' 

1™FoTns 

Fred  Barfitt  phone  270-1925 

p.o.  box  2383  = Garl  and, Texas  750  4 0 


Y OUR  advertisement  could  be 
in  this  space.  If  you  have 
a specialty  or  are  a dealer, 
write  N.l.  for  information. 


Support  your  /•  adver- 
tisers. Advertising  income 
helps  N.l.  to  provide  better 
service  to  you.  Our  activ- 
ities and  services  are 
limited  by  the  Society 
i ncome . 


RESULTS  OF  THE  SIXTH  ANNUAL  EXHIBIT  NIGHT;  Seventeen  awards 
were  presented  to  the  winning  exhibitors  at  the  Sixth  Annual 
Exhibit  Night.  Ten  of  the  thirteen  competitive  exhibits 
came  away  with  an  award.  Winners  were  as  follows: 

MODERN  WORLD  COINS  : 

1st  - Jack  E.  Lewis  - "German  Free  Cities" 

2nd  - Marvin  L.  Fraley  - "HOLLAND  - From  Silver  to  Nickel" 
3rd  - Billy  M.  German  - "Mongolia" 

ANCIENT  & fEDIEVAL : 

1st  - Ross  Schraeder  - "English  Hammered  Coinage" 

2nd  - Maurice  Miller  - "Umayyad  Coinage" 

TOPICAL : 

1st  - K.  T . Edwards  - "Oriental  Oddities" 

2nd  - William  E.  Benson  - "Baubles  and  Barter  from 

Around  the  World" 

3rd  - Robert  L.  Tomlinson  - "Monarchs  of  Europe" 

PAPER  MONEY: 

1st  - William  E.  Benson  - "A  Trip  Through  Architecture" 

2nd  - Tom  Bain  - "Early  Currency  of  South  America" 

MOST  UNUSUAL  & INNOVATIVE  DISPLAY: 

1st  - William  E.  Benson  - "Baubles  and  Barter  from 

Around  the  World" 

2nd  - Billy  M.  German  - "Mongolia" 

3rd  - K.  T.  Edwards  - "Oriental  Oddities" 

QUALITY  OF  NUMISMATIC  RESEARCH: 

1st  - Jack  E.  Lewis  - "German  Free  Cities" 

2nd  - Ross  Schraeder  - "English  Hammered  Coinage" 

3rd  - Marvin  L.  Fraley  -"HOLLAND  - From  Silver  to  Nickel" 

The  "FOUNDERS  TROPHY"  for  BEST  OF  SHOW  went  to  Jack  E. 

Lewis  for  his  exhibit  - "German  Free  Cities". 

U U W WWW  M 

1972  DUES : Dues  of  $4.00  annually,  recommended  by  the  Board 

of  Governors,  was  approved  at  the  November  meeting  and  are 
payable  at  once.  Airmail  delivery  of  club  mailings  for 
overseas  members,  except  APO-FPO,  is  $5.00  annually. 

n v w \j  w w _V_ 

A A 

BACK  ISSUES  OF  NI  BULLETINS  FOR  SALE:  The  following  issues 

of  NI  Bulletins  are  still  available  at  a cost  of  $.25<):  each: 

1970:  All  except  May  1971:  All  issued  to  date. 

-M  U U M -M  W W 

^ a TTwrinr 

LIBRARIANS  REPCRT  : The  following  items  have  been  added  to 

the  NI  Library  and  are  now  available  for  30-day  loan  (this 
is  a continuation  of  the  list  in  the  November  report)  : 


5 


Book  or  Periodical 


Donor 

Van  Mil,  Jan  A.  C.  - "MUNTBOEK  VOCR  NED-  Randolph  Zander 
ERLAND  CURACAO  EN  SURINAM?,  Hague  1958 

Seaby,  H.  A.  - "BRITISH  COPIER  COINS  AND  Randolph  Zander 
THEIR  VALUES,  1966,  PART  I" 

Stechert-Haf ner,  Inc.  - "THE  V/CRID'S  Randolph  Zander 

LANGUAGES",  15th  Edition,  1969 

Seaby,  H.  A.  - "STANDARD  CATALOGUE  OF  THE  Randolph  Zander 
COINS  OF  GREAT  BRITAIN  & IRELAND" , 10th 
Edition,  1959 

Seaby,  H.A.  - (Same  as  last,  1952  Edition)  Randolph  Zander 

Mosher,  Stuart  - "COIN  MOTTCES  AND  THEIR  Randolph  Zander 
TRANSLATIONS" , ANA,  1948 

Charlton,  J.  E.  - "1958  STANDARD  CATALOGUE  Randolph  Zander 
OF  CANADIAN  & NEWFOUNDLAND  COINS , TOKENS 
AND  FRACTIONAL  CURRENCY" , Canada  1957  (2  copies) 

Askew,  Gilbert  - "A  CATALOGUE  OF  GREEK  Randolph  Zander 
COINS",  London,  1951 


Bank  of  Canada  - " PRE -CONFEDERATION  CLRR-  Randolph  Zander 
ENCY  IN  CANADA",  Ottawa,  1967 

Flouange,  Chez  J.  - "ETAT  ACTUEL  des  Randolph  Zander 

ATELIERS  MONET AIRES  FRANCAIS  et  de 
LEURS  DIFFERENTS",  Paris  1895,  French  Text 


Rynearson,  Paul  F.  - "BYZANTINE  COIN  Randolph  Zander 

VALUES",  San  Diego  1967 


Cidni,  Louis  - "CATALOGUE  des  MONNAIES  Randolph  Zander 
ALLEMAMDES  de  la  GUERRE",  French  Text, 

Paris,  1920 

Raymond,  Wayte  - "GUIDE  TO  ANCIENT  COINS"  Randolph  Zander 
New  York,  1944 

Raymond,  Wayte  - "THE  SILVER  CRCWNS  OF  Randolph  Zander 
GREAT  BRITAIN  AND  IRELAND',  N.Y.  1941 


Adelson,  Howard  L.  and  Kustas,  George  L.  Randolph  Zander 
- "A  BRONZE  HOARD  OF  THE  PERIOD  OF  ZENO  I, 

ANS,  New  York  1962 


Bruun,  Patrick  - "STUDIES  IN  CONST  ANT IN IAN  Randolph  Zander 
CHRONOLOGY",  ANS,  New  York  1961 

Miles , George  C.  "THE  COINAGE  OF  THE  ARAB  Randolph  Zander 
AMIRS  OF  CRETE" , ANS , New  York  1970 

Caleg,  Earle  R.  - "CHEMICAL  COMPOSITION  Randolph  Zander 
OF  PARTHIAN  COINS",  ANS,  New  York  1955 
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Book  or  Periodical 


Donor 


McLachlan,  R.  W.  - "PATTERNS  STRUCK  AT  THE  Randolph  Zander 
ROYAL  MINT  FOR  CANADA" , Montreal  1908 

Parsons,  H,  Alexander  - "THE  COLONIAL  Randolph  Zander 

COINAGES  OF  BRITISH  AFRICA,  London  1950 

Elmer,  Georg  - "VERZEICHNIS  DER  ROMISCHEN  Randolph  Zander 
REICHSPRAGUNGEN  VON  AUGUSTUS  BIS 
ANASTAS IUS" , Graz,  1956 

Spink  & Son  - "CATALOGUE  OF  A COLLECTION  Randolph  Zander 
OF  GREEK,  ROMAN  AND  ENGLISH  COINS  IN 
THE  POSSESSION  OF  A.  B.  TRIGGS"  , Macon, 

France  1924 


Frisione,  Gino  - "MONETE  ITALIANE" , Randolph  Zander 

Italian  Text,  Genoa  1963 

Loehr,  August  - "FUFRER  DURCH  DIE  AUS-  Randolph  Zander 
STELLUNG  DER  BUNDE SS AMMLUN3  VON 
MEDAILLEN,  MUNZEN  UND  GELDZEICHEN"  , 

German  Text,  Vienna,  1935 


Seaby,  H.  A.  - "THE  ENGLISH  SILVER  Randolph  Zander 

COINAGE  1849-1949",  London  1949 


Seaby,  H.  A.  - "ROMAN  SILVER  COINS",  Randolph  Zander 

Vol.  I,  Part  I,  London  1952  and 
Vol.  I,  Part  2,  London  1952. 

Brown,  Martin  R.  and  Dunn,  John  W.  - Randolph  Zander 

"MARKET  VALUE  INDEX  FOR  CIRCULATED 
UNITED  STATES  COINS",  Oklahoma  City,  1962 


Yeoman,  R.  S.  - "CURRENT  COINS  OF  THE  Randolph  Zander 

V/CRID,  2nd  EDITION",  Racine  1968 


Jaeger,  Kurt  & Cahn,  Erich  B.  - "BEWERTUN  Randolph  Zander 
STABELLEN  FUR  DIE  DEUTSCHEN  REICH5 MUNZEN 
SEIT  1871",  5th  Edition  1965,  Basel 

Jaeger,  Kurt  - "DIE  DEUTSCHEN  RE ICHSMUNZEN  Randolph  Zander 
SEIT  1871",  Basel  1956 

Jaeger,  Kurt  - (Same  as  last  - 2nd  Edition  Randolph  Zander 
Basel  1948 

Yeoman,  R.  S.  - "GUIDEBOOK  OF  U.  S.  COINS"  Randolph  Zander 
(Red  Book),  1955,  1961,  1964 

Breen,  V/alter  & Johnson,  V'ayne  - "NUMIS-  Randolph  Zander 
MAT IC  DIRECTORY  FOR  1957" 

36  Assorted  Auction  Catalogues  dating  Randolph  Zander 

back  to  1886 
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PRICES  REALIZED  - 2ND  NI  MAIL  DID  SaLE 


LOT 

HIGH 

LOT 

HIGH 

LOT 

HIGH 

LOT 

HIGH 

NO. 

BID 

NO. 

BID 

NO. 

BID 

NO. 

BID 

1 

1.90 

39 

5.80 

77 

.80 

115 

NS 

2 

2.76 

40 

12.80 

78 

1.00 

116 

8.00 

3 

2.50 

41 

6.00 

79 

1.50 

117 

7.75 

4 

3.80 

42 

NS 

80 

118 

re 

5 

28.60 

43 

11.25 

81 

NS 

119 

5.75 

6 

10.00 

44 

16.00 

82 

4.50 

120 

re 

7 

5.50 

45 

NS 

83 

4.77 

121 

4.80 

8 

NS 

46 

NS 

84 

5.27 

122 

re 

9 

r6 

47 

NS 

85 

10.00 

123 

15.26 

10 

NS 

48 

NS 

86 

3.15 

124 

re 

11 

3.25 

49 

2.00 

87 

3.00 

125 

re 

12 

3.25 

50 

NS 

88 

NS 

126 

re 

13 

3.25 

51 

18.00 

89 

2.50 

127 

4.02 

14 

3.25 

52 

16.25 

90 

NS 

128 

11.30 

15 

3.25 

53 

8.95 

91 

NS 

129 

17.90 

16 

3.25 

54 

80.00 

92 

re 

130 

re 

17 

3.25 

55 

37.50 

93 

2.50 

131 

10.00 

18 

3.25 

56 

4.00 

94 

9.95 

132 

NS 

19 

3.25 

57 

1.40 

95 

9.95 

133 

NS 

20 

3.25 

58 

2.00 

96 

NS 

134 

NS 

21 

2.60 

59 

NS 

97 

NS 

135 

NS 

22 

NS 

60 

2.02 

98 

NS 

136 

re 

23 

3.09 

61 

1.50 

99 

NS 

137 

re 

24 

15.30 

62 

NS 

100 

NS 

138 

NS 

25 

NS 

63 

4.00 

101 

3.00 

139 

NS 

26 

2.00 

64 

5.00 

102 

10.25 

140 

20.00 

27 

2.00 

65 

4.00 

103 

2.00 

141 

8.25 

28 

2.00 

66 

10.00 

104 

3.80 

142 

re 

29 

7.50 

67 

NS 

105 

NS 

143 

5.30 

30 

3.01 

68 

4.10 

106 

NS 

144 

12.01 

31 

NS 

69 

15.00 

107 

NS 

145 

16.01 

32 

NS 

70 

15.00 

108 

2.00 

146 

re 

33 

NS 

71 

NS 

109 

2.00 

147 

13.00 

34 

3.00 

72 

NS 

110 

3.52 

148 

NS 

35 

4.50 

73 

NS 

111 

2.50 

149 

3.00 

36 

16.50 

74 

NS 

112 

1.00 

150 

NS 

37 

5.50 

75 

NS 

113 

1^.50 

151 

4.00 

38 

2.95 

76 

.45 

114 

hB 

152 

2.10 

1 \ 

153 

5.10 

"NS" 

- NOT  SOLD 

Lot 

numbers 

marked  " 

NS"  were 

bought 

back  by  the 

owners  or 

received  no  bids.  All  lots  are  in  the  process  of  being 
mailed  to  successful  bidders  along  with  an  invoice.  Prompt 
remittance  is  requested  in  order  that  payment  can  be  made 
to  the  owners  of  the  lots  as  soon  as  possible. 

Announcement  of  the  Third  NI  Mail  Bid  Sale  will  be  made 
next  month  so  be  getting  your  lots  ready  for  this  one. 
Possible  changes  for  the  3rd  sale  will  be  the  reinstatement 
of  a maximum  of  10  lots  per  seller  and  a ban  on  the  large 
quantity  of  items  in  any  one  lot.  The  final  decision  on 
these  two  items  will  be  announced  next  month. 
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As  my  term  of  office  as  President  of 
NI  ends,  I would  like  to  extend  my 
thanks  to  all  the  members  who  have 
served  on  the  Board  of  Governors,  as 
staff,  on  committees  and  all  other 
officers  for  their  cooperation  and 
efforts  in  behalf  of  NI  during  the 
past  year.  It  has  been,  I think,  a job  well  done  and 
again,  "Thank  You". 

A special  note  of  thanks  goes  to  the  NI  Mail  Bid  Committee 
in  North  Little  Rock,  Arkansas  for  their  hard  work  and 
fine  accomplishment  in  getting  NI's  mail  bid  sales  off  to 
a very  fine  start. 

Further,  I wish  to  extend  thanks  to  the  following  members 
who  have  contributed  articles  to  the  NI  BULLETIN  and  pre- 
pared programs  for  the  monthly  meetings.  Your  efforts  and 
support  are  truly  appreciated. 

Joel  Anderson 
Tom  Bain 

William  E.  Benson 
Irving  Berlin 
Jack  Bredfeldt 
Richard  K.  Bright 
Arthur  D.  Butterworth 
W.  B.  "Bud"  Butterworth 
Robert  L.  Clarke 
Dolores  H.  Davis 
Robert  de  Ruyter 
Fred  Drost 

MSGT  Patrick  M.  Fitzgerald 
Marvin  L.  Fraley 
John  K.  Graves 
Lee  E.  Harvey 
R.  J.  Hebert 
Charles  Hoffacker 
Patrick  D.  Hogan 
Granvyl  G.  Hulse,  Jr. 

Michael  Ingrisano 
Dr.  Mihaly  Kupa 

At  my  direction,  a committee  has  selected  the  best  articles 
and  programs  for  the  year  and  those  members,  from  the  above 
list,  will  be  awarded  NI’s  "Numismatic  Achievement"  awards 
at  this  month's  banquet. 

JV.J. 


Evan  L.  Lay 

Jack  E.  Lewis 

Kenneth  Mackenzie 

Maurice  Miller 

Dr.  Kiril  Nedeltchev 

Charles  K.  Panish 

Wiley  R.  Reeves 

A.  J.  Reitemeier 

Albert  J.  Ruh 

Ross  Schraeder 

Elmore  B.  Scott 

Richard  R.  Schubert 

T.  W.  Sheehan 

Edward  E.  Slade,  Jr. 

Robert  J.  Spencer 

R.  L.  Sweeny 

Matthew  J.  van  der  Voort 

John  Vandigriff 

Robert  C.  Vigil 

F.  H.  Wackwitz 

Jack  Whitehurst 


PRESIDENT'S 

MESSAGE 


***-**•#-* 


ED  ITCH'S  COM?  TENT  : We  presently  have  on  hand  a good  backlog 

of  material  for  future  bulletins.  A 28-page  issue  is  now 
planned  for  January  and  this  should  afford  the  opportunity 
to  catch  up  on  some  of  the  older  material,  some  having  been 
held  since  last  July.  One  feature  of  next  month's  bulletin 
will  be  Part  V of  Richard  K.  Bright's  "Coinage  of  Kutch" . 
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THE  MONETARY  SYSTEM  UF  SYRIA  TO  THE  EYES  UF  A FOREIGNER 

(1904) 

by  Joel  Anderson 


Recently  1 was  looking  through  a pile  of  books  at  the  local 
thrift  store  when  I pulled  out  a book  entitled  "A  Vagabond 
Journey  Around  the  World"  by  Harry  A.  Franck  (copyright 
1910,  Garden  City  Publishing  Co.,  New  York). 


The  book  described  a trip  around  the  world  in  1904  made  by 
a vagabond  traveler,  probably  what  we  would  call  a "hippie" 
in  these  modern  days.  In  the  book  was  a fascinating  section 
on  The  Monetary  System  of  Syria  to  the  Eyes  of  a Foreigner, 
which  I have  extracted  as  follows: 


"....my  worldly  wealth  was  reduced  to  one  English 
sovereign.  I turned  in  at  the  office  of  Cook  and  Son, 
and  tossing  the  piece  to  the  native  clerk,  asked  him  to 
change  it  into  coin  of  the  realm,  of  small  denomination. 

He  turned  the  sovereign  over  several  times,  bit  it,  laid 
it  carefully  away,  and  set  to  pulling  out  boxes  and  drawers 
and  dumping  the  coins  they  contained  onto  the  counter. 

There  were  pieces  of  copper,  pieces  of  silver,  pieces  of 
bronze,  tin,  iron,  zinc;  coins  half  the  size  of  a dime, 
coins  big  enough  with  which  to  fell  an  ox,  coins  with 
holes,  coin  bent  double,  saucer-shaped  coins,  coins  that 
had  been  scalloped  around  the  edge  by  some  erstwhile  pos- 
sessor of  artistic  temperment  and  hours  of  leisure;  and 
still  the  clerk  continued  to  pour  out  coins. 


"'Say  old  man.... that  was  only  a sov  1 gave  you,  you 
know. ' 


"'Yes,  yes,  I know',  panted  the  native  dumping  another 
that  rattled  down  the  sides  of  the  heap.  'I  know,  but  I 
am  very  sorry  I have  not  enough  to  change  him.  But  I give 
you  this  and  he  just  make  him  up.' 

"He  tossed  me  a gold  piece  of  ten  francs. 


"’What  l'  I cried,  'You  don't  mean  that  I get  that  heap 
and  ten  francs  besides,  for  one  quid?' 


"'Yes,  that  makes  one  pound',  he  answered. 


"I  pawed  over  the  heap.  Each  rake  brought  to  light 
pieces  of  new  and  unique  patterns.  'Fine  collection'  I 
said,  'but  what's  the  answer?' 


"The  clerk  drew  a long  breath  as  if  for  an  extended 
lecture,  and  picked  up  one  of  the  tobacco  tags:  'This'  he 
said,  'is  a metleek.  it  is  worth  eleven-twelfths  of  a 
half-penny.  Five  of  these  coppers  make  a metleek--only 
not  quite--that  is — here  in  Beirut--in  Damascus  five  of 
them  make  a metleek  and  a little  more.  Ten  metleeks  make 
a bishleek.  ' He  picked  up  one  of  the  coins,  the  owner  of 
which  would  have  been  arrested  in  another  country  for 
carrying  concealed  weapons,  'one  bishleek — that  is--except 
one  and  a half  to  these  copper  coins — that  is — here — in 
Damascu' A n metleeks  make  a bishleek  and  four  coppers — 
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except  not  quite--and  in  Sidon  they  make  the  same  as  in 
Damascus — only  a little  less — and  these  coins  are  worth 
the  same  as  a bishleek — except  not  quite — that  is — here 
— if  they  have  a hole  in  them  they  are  worth  a copper 
and  three-fourths — more — that  is  here — in  Damascus  they  are 
worth  a copper  and  one-fourth  more,  and  this  dish-shaped 
one  is  worth  three  bishleeks  and  three  metleeks  and  two 
coppers  and  sometimes  three-fourths  of  a copper  more, 
except  they  with  holes  in  them  which  are  two  metleeks  and 
a copper  and  a half  more,  and  this  mejeedieh  is  worth  in 
Damascus  seven  bishleeks  and  seven  metleeks  and  two  cop- 
pers and  sometimes  three  and  sometimes  here  not  so  much 
by  two  and  a half  coppers  and  in  Jerusalem — ' 


"'And  suppose  it  is  a rainy  day?' 


"'Oh,  that  does  not  make  any  difference'  said  the 
clerk,  with  owl-like  solemnity,  'but  sometimes  on  busy 
days,  as  on  feast  days,  the  bishleek  is  worth  three  cop- 
pers and  half  more--that  is,  here — in  Damascus  it  is 
worth  two  more  and  sometimes  not  so  much — as  in  Ramadan, 
and  in  Sidon  it  is  worth  three-fourths  of  a copper  less 
and  in — here  in  Beirut — ' 


"'Hold  on,  if  you  have  a pencil  and  a ream  of  paper 
at  hand — ' 


"'Certainly',  cried  the  obliging  clerk,  and  he  dragged 
forth  two  sheets  of  paper  and  covered  both  sides  with 
figures.  Reduced  to  writing  the  monetary  system  of  Syria 
was  as  easily  seen  through  as  six  inches  of  armor  plate. 


"I  drew  out  a large  handkerchief  and  fell  to  raking 
the  heap  of  coins  into  it.  'Ah'  he  cried,  'that  does 
very  good,  only  you  do  not  forget  that  in  Damascus  the 
mejeedieh  is  worth  seven  bishleeks  and  seven  metleeks  and 
two  coppers  and  sometimes — ' but  1 had  escaped  into  the 
silence  outside." 


I do  not  know  the  accuracy  of  all  of  this  exchange,  but 
it  certainly  makes  a good  story,  especially  in  these 
modern  inflationary  days  of  the  world. 

x u v v v v w 

X A X ™ X 


SWITZERLAND  FIRM  MARKETS  FAKE  GULP.  SILVER  PIECES:  A large 

assortment  of  fake  Swiss  coins  of  the  18th  and  19th  centur- 
ies is  being  offered  to  collectors  by  the  Swiss  firm 
Riproduzioni  Numismatiche  S.A.  (Numismatic  Reproductions 
Inc.). 


An  article  in  the  Wednesday,  October  27,  1971  issue  of 
COIN  WORLD  newspaper  details  the  offering.  All  NI  members 
interested  in  the  coinage  of  Switzerland  are  urged  to  in- 
vestigate the  coinage  reproduced  by  this  firm  before  making 
any  purchases  of  coins,  which  could  be  of  counterfeit  nat- 
ure and  offered  as  genuine.  A copy  of  the  COIN  WORLD  new- 
spaper article  can  be  obtain  on  request  to  the  regular 
address  of  NI. 
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R a y Douglas  Owen-s,  P.  0.  Box  642,  Pacifica,  Calif.  94044 : 
WANTED:  Crowns  of  Great  Britain  and  other  countries.  Also 

new/used  reference  books.  Will  buy  or  trade  world  coins. 

J.  0.  Sweeny.  P.  0.  Box  1202.  Pittsfield.  Mass.  01201: 
WANTED : Colombia  Y23  2%$  1900;  Chile  Y74  104:  1900, 

Y75  204  1900;  all  in  the  best  possible  condition. 

Milt  Blackburn,  P.  0.  Box  53,  Kitmat,  B.C.,  Canada: 

WANTED:  Elizabeth  II  coins  of  Rhodesia  and  Nyasaland,  and 

British  Honduras  in  strict  BU.  Coins  of  Egypt,  Tunis  and 
Morocco,  1800-1910,  wanted  too.  Will  trade  other  world 
coins  for  above. 

Ed  Ackerman,  P.  0.  Box  251,  Beatrice,  Nebr . 68310 : 

Would  like  to  buy  Persia  Y50  - 2 Krans  1326  AH.  Any  con- 
dition — name  your  price. 

Joseph  Powers.  43  Chipman  Ave.,  Melrose,  Mass.  02176: 

1 have  come  acros s an  unusual  coin  date . DENMARK  Y9  - 

2 0re  1899  - LAST  NINE  OVER  7.  The  right  top  tip  of  the 
"7"  sticks  out  beyond  the  loop  top  of  the  last  "9".  Any 
help  on  this  would  be  appreciated. 

Lee  E.  Harvey.  Box  8673,  White  Bear  Lake,  Minn.  55110: 

My  F REICH  minor  collection  since  1852  lacks  about  fifty 
coins.  I have  many  world  coins  for  trade,  particularly 
Europe  and  Commonwealth.  If  you  have  any  scarce  or  rare 
French  or  an  extensive  collection  of  these,  please  write, 
even  if  you  don’t  wish  to  trade.  I need  information  as 
well  as  coins. 

Ray  Douglas  Owens,  P.  c.  Box  642,  Pacifica,  Calif.  94044 . 
URGENTLY  NEEDS)!  U.S.  Silver  Dollars,  VF  or  better,  and 
World  Proof  or  Mint  Sets.  FCR  TRADE:  World  coins,  medals 

tokens,  etc.  Also  have  old  French  tin-type  postcards, 
oil  paintings,  and  many  new  and  old  books  and  magazines. 
All  serious  letters  answered. 


W . D.  Coaan.  3812  Elkhart  Rd..  #83.  Goshen.  Ipd . 46^26 : 
Need  information  for  publication  on  all  Chinese  cash,  esp— 
ecially  Rebel  issues,  not  listed  in  Schjoth.  Pencil  rub- 
bings appreciated.  I will  trade  nice  world  coins  for  pre- 
Ching  Dynasty  cash. 


Box  CC.  Hillsboro.  N.  H. 


jQhn  Hynter.  NPrth-E|st  Sain  ct;..  - 35 

Would  like  to  trade  for  Portugal  Y 1,  2,  3,  4,  31,  35. 
What  do  you  need?  Send  your  want  lists. 


H.  W . Schqh,  723  Melrose  St..  Annapolis.  Mdt  2j401 : 

Wish  to  purchase  examples  of  the  German  emergency  porce- 
lain coins  issued  between  1920-1923.  Would  like  the  brown 
ceramic  and  white  porcelain  types.  Also  the  Czechoslovak- 
ian porcelain  coins  issued  in  1920. 
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